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avalanche of tears when confronted with a soft, sombre thought.
Seldom was he known to have risen dry-eyed after saying his
prayers. Tears were a reflection of something mysterious in his
personality, a warmth that made him look more like a saint than
a Shah. It was not for nothing that many regarded him as the
promised Mahdi, and looked upon him as a spiritual leader as
well.
The rains kept their date. The Jamuna and the Ganga burst
their banks, and caused many a doubting general to question the
wisdom of the timing of the expedition. History supported their
pessimism. Humayun's defeats at Chausa and Qanuj reminded
them of the havoc the monsoon could play. Akbar alone stood
calm and determined. Daud Khan was to be punished and brought
to his knees at any cost. High winds and rains slowed down the
progress of the flotilla, but these failed to make a dent on the
Shahinshah's resolve. Many boats sank in the deluge, but Akbar
was firm. Some advised him to forsake the boats and proceed to
Patna by land, but in vain. Akbar looked upon nature as a friend,
not an enemy. He saw behind the raging turmoil a grand design,
a divine purpose that could not but be to his ulimate advantage.
Though the loss was heavy, Akbar stuck to his boats. First at
Allahabad and then at Benaras he halted for a while to meet and
confer with the waiting emissaries from the Khan-i-Khanan. The-
news from Patna was anything but encouraging. Daud had dug
himself behind the safe walls of the fort; efforts to dislodge him.
had failed. The imperial forces were finding it difficult to maintain
the siege in face of heavy rains and swollen rivers. The Afghan,
artillery further added to their woes. A dispirited Munim Khan
felt that victory could be gained with comparative ease if the
Emperor himself showed up with large reinforcements. Akbar
made light of the aged Khan's pessimism, and thought that the^
advancing years had affected the general's will to win* He, there-
fore, decided to send in advance the versatile Raja Todar Mai as
his plenipotentiary. The Raja was to assume command if in his
opinion the situation warranted that course. Munim was stung by
this implied reproof, and launched desperate assaults to dislodge-
the Afghan king from the citadel, but without result. In the mean-
time, Akbar sent a special envoy to Daud with a communica-
tion that made no secret of his poor assessment of the Afghan
strength: